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CONSIDERATIONS 


ſtration and Receiving the Sacra» 


directed by the T EST-AC T, 


STEIN HR 1ST is the ſupreme Law-giver ts 


© ſole Power and Prerogative to inſtiv 


. This is the Proteſtant Doctrine in Op- 
poſition to the Papiſts, who have preſumed to in- 
troduce other Sacraments not of his — 


And as 'tis the indifpenfible Duty of Chriſtiang 
to obſerve all our Saviour's Inſtitutions, ſo likewiſe 
muſt they do it with a Regard to theſe, and no 
other Ends, than for which he has appointed them, 
Now, when CAA r inſtituted the Sacrament of 
his Laft Supper, he plainly acquainted his Diſciples 
with the End and Defign of it, in theſe Words, 
This do in Remembrance of Me, Luke xxii. 19. 
Tas being a ſoveraign and expreſs Command 
of our dying Saviour, when he was juſt going te 

A3 _purchaly 


Humbly offer d, touching the Admini- 


ment of the LORD's-SUPPER, ag 


lc his Church, to whom belongs the 
CAS tute and appoint Sacraments therein, 


—_ 


[ 4 ] 


purchaſe our Redemption at the Price of his moſt 


precious Blood; what ſincere Chriſtian can ima-: 


Pie that he ever deſign'd the Commemoration of 


is Death in the Sacrament ſhould be made à Civil: 
Teſt >? Or, that tis agreeable to the great End, 


for which this Sacrament was inftituted, to admi- 
niſter and receive it as a Qualification for an Office,' 
or Place of Pritt or Truft, Civil or Military © 
Bor the Teſt-Af directs, That all Perſons 
** admitted, entered, placed, or taken into any 
Office, Civil or Military, &c. in England, Cc. 


* ſhall in the next Term, or next Seffions after 


* ſuch Admittance, publickly in open Court, take 
* the feveral Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, 
« and at the ſame Time produce a Certificate of 


© his having received the Sacrament of the Lord's 


© Supper, according to the Uſage of the Church of 
England, within three Months, in ſome publick 


* Church, under the Hands of the Miniſter and 


© Church-Warden, and make Proof thereof by Two 
* credible Witneſſes, at leaſt, upon Oath, Cc. 
So that the Oaths appointed by Law to be tas 


ken by any Perſon admitted into any publick Of- 


fice, Civil or Military, are but ſubſequent to the 


receiving the Sacrament ; for that muſt be firſt and 
principally done, as will further appear by the fol- 
loving Clauſe in the ſaid Teft-48, * 


, 


tive Court where he takes the ſaid Oaths, ſhall 
&© firſt deliver a Certificate of ſuch his receiving the 
© ſaid Sacrament, as aforeſaid, under the Hands 
e of the reſpective Miniſter and Church-Warden, 
© and ſhall then make Proof of the Truth thereof 
by two credible Witneſſes at leaſt, upon Oath; all 


** which ſhall be enquired of, and put upon Re- 


* cord in the reſpective Courts. 

THz like wilt ſtill further appear by the fol- 
lowing Vote of the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
22 3 : OE 4 a * * Venerin 


5 0 A N D every of the ſaid Perſons in the reſpec- ' 


- 


- 


yo he nad 


© Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee 
ce whole Houſe, upon the Ingroſſed Bill 


351 
Veneris 9 Die Januarii, 1718. 
Tus Order of the Day IS read, for che 


8 K. 


Lords, intituled, An A 5 the Strengthying the 
* Proteſtant. Intereſt in theſe Dominions: And a Mo- 


* tion being made, and : 
pos d, that it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Com- 


« mittee, that they 


Queſtion being pro- 


have a Power to receive a 


* Clauſe, that any Perſon. when he comes to take 
Abjuration, and other Oaths 
* (ſubſequent to the receiving the Sacrament) in 
* Order to his Qualification, ſhall acknowledge 
that the Holy Scriptures. of the Old and _ 
<« Teſtament - were given by Divine Inſpiration, 
© and ſhall acknowledge his firm Faith and Be- 


ce the 


lief in the ever bleſſed Trinity. 
* THe previous Queſtion was 
* Queſtion be now put, and it paſſed in the N 


Oaths o 


0 gative 
Turkxzronz the Oaths, appointed by Law to 
be taken are of no Effect to qualify any Perſqn 


put, that That 


admitted into any Office or Place, Civil or Mili- 


tary, unleſs he firſt receive the Sacrament as above- 
directed. And although the Perſon admitted has 
been a conſtant Communicant in the Church of 


England, and never received the Sacrament in chat 


Church before, for any other End, than that for. 
which it was inftituted ; yet he muſt upon his be- 
ing admitted into a Place, receive it within three 


Months for another En 


that is, as his Qualifi- 


cation, otherwiſe he will be liable to be ruin d, 


as will appear by the penal Part of the aforemen- 
tioned Statute, 


Every One that ſhall refuſe or negle& to take 
60 the ſaid Oaths, or to receive the Sacrament, or 
to make the ſaid Declaration, and yet ſhall af- 
eee execute any of the laid Offices. or 


cc «© Em- 


r 

Employments, ſhall from thenceforth be diſabled, 
* Firft, To ſue or uſe any Action, Bill, Plaint or 
Information in Courts of Law, or to proſecute 
any Suit in any Court of Equity; Secondly, To 
* be Guardian of any Child, or Executor or Ad- 
miniſtrator of any Perſon ; Thirdly, Or to be ca- 
* pable of any Legacy or Deed of Gift; Fourth- 
* ty, To bear any Office; Fiſthly, Shall moreover 


„ forfeit 500 Pounds. 


NeveRTHELESs, ſome venture to ſay, that al- 
tho' the Sacrament is received, and a Certificate 
given, and Proof made thereof, as the above Law 
directs; yet it is not received as a Teſt or Qualifi- 
cation for a Place. But the contrary to this has 
been plainly demonſtrated beyond all Contradiction 
by Biſhop Hadley, in a Book, entituled, The Com- 
mon Rights of Subjects Defeuded : And the Nature of the 
Sacramental Teſt conſider d. Printed 1719. Among 
other Paſlages in that excellent Treatiſe, theſe fol- 
lowing, which I have tranſcribed out of it, do 
ſufficiently evince this Point. 

1. Tax Celebration of the Lord Supper was 
* ordain'd and confin'd by our Lord to the ſerious 
© Remembrance of His Death. 13 

2. Ir is made, by the Teſt- Act, the Inſtrument 
of poſſeſſing Civil Offices, this is evident : For 
that, without which a Civil Office cannot be poſ- 
© ſeſsd, is made the Inſtrament of ſuch Poſſeſſion : 
© But the receiving the Communion is that, with- 
© out which, a Civil Office cannot be poſſeſs d: 
© Therefore, it is truly and juſtly ſaid to be made 
the Inſtrument of ſuch Poſſeſſion of Civil Offices. 

3. Ir is by this Act made the Inſtrument of 
© Poſleflion of Civil Offices to ſome particular Chri- 
© ſtians, (as well as Athieſts and Infidels) and of 
* Excluſion to others. An Athieſt, or an Infidel, 
who performs the outward Acts, which other 
* Communicants perform, is equally with them 

* * qualified 


4 


* qualified for a Civil Office. A Perſon of ſueh 
© Diſpoſitions poſſeſſes a Civil Office, by the In- 
* ſtrumentality of a particular Conſtitution of our 
© Bleſſed Lo D. And this Athieſt or Infidel, who 
* would never think of mixing himſelf in the Ce- 
© lebration of what he believes Nothing of, natu- 
© rally approaches the Communion of Chriſtians, 
a 1 he cannot poſſeſs a Civil Office without it, 
a c. - 

4. © I ſay, that thus to make a Sacred Inſtitu- 
tion, appointed ſolely for the Remembrance of 
Curisr's Death in the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 
the Inſtrument of poſſeſſing of Civil Offices, 
* for Athieffs and Infidels, as well as one particular 


Sort of Chriſtians, to the Excluſion of others; 


tion into a Political Tool, and an Engine of 
State. For certainly, whatſoever is made an In- 
* ſtrument, without which there ſhall be no Poſ- 
© ſeſſion of Civil Offices, and of the Poſts of this 
World, is a Political Tool and an Engine of 
* State, This is what I have affirm'd of this 48; 
and what I am till ready to make out: Even 
whilſt I am treated with Indignity and Reproach | 


i 


er and more Sacred Regard to the Inſtitutions 


with thus debaſing them into Scuffoldings and 
Props of Worldly Deſigns and Politicks. 

* I own, that I ſpeak as if the partaking of the Ho- 
ly Sacrament ordain d and confirm'd by our Lord to 
the ſerious Remembrance of his Death, was ordain'd 
to ſomething elſe by this Act, and I now ſpeak a- 
gain, in the ſame Manner ; thinking that it wants 
Nothing but Eye-fight, to ſee that an Action or- 
dain'd as an Inſtrument, without which no Per- 
ſon ſhall command a Regiment, is ordain'd by 
this Ac to ſomething elſe, helides the Remem- 

| lk * brafice 


That this, I ſay, is debaſing a Sacred Inſtitu- 


by Chriſtians themſelves, for pleading for a great- 


of our Common Maſter, than what is conſiſtent | 


o 
. 1 —5ð—— — — 
. 
= 


© brance of Canis Tl Death ; and that be, who 


immediately partakes of the Holy Communion, 


very Time of Celebration remembers that Death; | 
CY ſuppoſing him ſerious) but remembers alſo, (and 


I © qualifying himſelf for it. And the Remembraneg 
Jof this, upon this Occaſion, is, J fear, . 

more unavoidable, than the Remembrahce of 
© what alone ought to be then remember d. Page 26, 


0 Religion; the other is 2 Purpoſe of this World. 


Q 0 
i 


* 8 N | 
Q- : 


W 


* being nam d to the Command of a Regiment, 


not only remembers the Death of Cnx 1 sr, 
but qualifies himſelf for his Poſt ; not only at the 


cannot help remembring) ſomething elſe, viz. That 
he is nam'd to an Office, and that he is now 


y 27, 28, 29. | 

The Act concerns not itſelf with either the 
© Faith or Diſpoſition of Communicants, what it 
enacts is, That the ſame outward Act ion, which 
*CHnxisr has ordain'd ſolely for the Remem- 


- 48 brance of Him, and of His Love to Mankind, 
| © ſhall be perform d as a Qualification for all Civil 


© and Military Offices: The one is a Purpoſe offi 


The Concerns of this World and of true Reli - 
gion, have been generally eſteem'd and treated, by 
© Chriſtian Divines, as contrary to one another; as} 
* truly ſo, as Heaven is to Earth: Therefore, the 
Act, tho it does not forbid the Communion to. be 
® receivd in Remembrance of CHRIS r's Death; 
© tho' it does not require it to be received to any 
* Purpoſe abſolutely contradictory to, or To inconſy] 
© ſtent with That, as to make it impoſſible for the R 

ceiver to remember Cu r1s Ts Death: Let it 
requires it to be receiv'd to the Purpoſe of pc 
© {cffing a Civil Office; to the Purpoſe of diltin 


K + 


a Purpoſe of this World, contrary in its Natire 
« 


and Tendency, to the ſole Purpoſe to which 
* Cuxisr ordain'd it. And TN es that 
| | © 1 mig 


— 
0 
- 
1 
- o 


hs 


© I might challenge the Dean himſelf to receive the 
—— in Obedience to this Act, were he 
capable of any * Civil or Military, which 
could require it, and in order to that, to procure 
N teſtif tying g ſuch his receiving it ; ſup- 
- poſing ;crny as a Chriſtian, ſeriouſly to remember. 
the of Cn AIS Ir, (of which I make no 
no 1 — 15 unkind ſoever he has been in 
bis Cenſures upon me) I may challenge him, I 
ſay, to do this, without el , it with ano- 
« hes Parpoſe of Heart alſo, he Purpoſe of 
* qualifying himſelf for an Office ; the Purpo als of 
* making it ſubſervient to that End ; the Purpoſe 
* of going to a temporal Court with his Witneſſes; 
© the Purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing himſelf from other 
. * Chriſtians. And if theſe Purpoſes are not contrary 
* to the Purpoſe for which only CHRIST ordain'd 
* it; then the Purpoſes of Heart which regard this 
© World only, are not a, in their Nature and 
© Tendency to the Purpoſe of Heart which regards 
© the Concerns of another Life only; and the Re- 
© membrance cal of him who brought Life and In- 
mortality to Light | 
2 bs Fine The Teft-Af requires it to be receiv'd 
* for a Qualification, without which, worldly-Poſts 
- amongſt us ſhall not be poſſeſs d. Therefore, no 


* out remembring this Civil Purpoſe ; without de- 
e ſigning to receive it to this Purpoſe ; and with- 
* out knowing and feeling that he does ſo; or 
* without thinking of it as a Civil Badge of Di- 
© ſtin&ion between n imſelf and ſome of his Fellows 
“ Chriſtians,” Page 33, 34 35: | 
© I am not ſolicitous, to what As of Parkiinint,. 
© or what Laws of Men, this may be unfavourable. . 
; * hope I ſhall always have the true Prudence, and 
true ,to de a ſacred Inſtitution from 
dem a groſs b $ and crying ar,” 


o 


© one can receive it in Obedience to this AR, with - 


7 Ta] 


Dip the Holy Inſtitutor of it, who knew all 
 * the Uſes for which it was proper; and who was 
@ © the only fir Perſon to regulateand confine the Pur- 

* poſes of his own Inſtitution 2 Did he, I ſay, ap- 
© point it for this End ? Or did he leave any 
y k upon it, that might induce others to ap- 
© point it to ſuch Purpoſes ? Or, is there no other 
© poſſible Iuſtrument of conveying Civil Offices, but 
" is Inſtitution ? No other Channels poſſible to 
© be found out for the political Favours of tempo- 
© ral Princes, . that which he bas ordain'd ſolely 
for a ſolemn Part of the Religious Worſhip of his 
Followers? Till theſe Queſtions are anſwer'd, I 
© ſhall not forbear to charge ſuch a Law with be- 
« ing the unneceſlary Occation and natural Cauſe of 
© turning that into a Tool of Civil Intereſt, which 
t has Nothing in its Nature or Inſtitution tending 
that Way, nor will it be any Advantage to ob- 
« ſerve, that the Streſs of the Teſt lies upon receiving 
the Sacrament according to the Uſage of the 
Church of Exgland, for this cannot be done with- 
out celebrating an Inſtitution of our bleſſed Loy: 
The doing it according to the Uſage of our 
« Chutch, not at all altering it's Nature, I hope, 
« nor making it any other, in its Eſſence, than an 
Inſtitution of CH AIS r himſelf; nor conſequently: 
* « rendring it at all more proper, or more juſtifiable, 
« to make it the neceſſary Inſtrument of Promotion 
«+ to Athleſts, Iafidel, and Debauchees.” Page 40, 41. 
5 TI Teſt-AF does not lay hold on the Act of 
* receiving, as an Evidence of a Man's being in the 
* Communion of the Church in which he receives ; 
_ © bur otdains the Act of Receiving for a worldly. 
© Putpoſe, to aſcertain to the Receiver the Poſſeſſion © 
© of a Civil or Military Office; as a Qualification 
without which he ſhall not poſſeſs it, nor be ca- 
pable of it: And this ſo ſtrictly ordain'd at this 
particular Time, let the Man's preſent Dient 


22 


W 8 


* 


[|] 
© be what it will, that if he has received it a Thou- 
© and Times in the Church before this, and never 
any where elſe, and can prove it by a Thouſand. 
e Witneſſes ; all would ſignify Nothing, The 
72.0 lays hold on fio ſuch voluntary u- 
nion, as any Prbof ; nor accepts them as any: 
But abſolutely commands and requires one fingle _ 
Participation of the Sacrament, within ſach a de- 
* terminate Time, for 4 worldly Purpoſe. And 
* tho' it does not forbid a Chriſtian to remember his 
© Saviour ; yet it requires the moſt ſerious Chriſtian 
in Effect, and by neceſſary Conſequence to remem- 
© ber ſomething elſe, beſides the Love of his Saviour ; 
and ſomething as different from it, as the Favour of 
an earthly Prince is, from the Favour of Go vp, 
And as for thoſe who are not Chriſtians in their 
Hearts; it requires them either to come to this 
* peculiar Inſtitution of CHR 1s r Himſelf, and to 
© bear a Part of what is indeed the particular Badge 
© of the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; or to forfeit all their 
© beſt Hopes and greateſt Intereſts in this World. 
And that theſe Perſons chuſe the former rather 
than the latter, is not near ſo great a Wonder; as 
© It is that any Chriftians can defend and applaud 
© an Ad which lays this Neceſſity upon them, Y. 
Page 47, 48. 7 2 
I have been thus large in my Citations from the 
Biſhop, becauſe, I think no one can deſire either bet- 
ter Authority, or more convincing nts than 
have been given, That to receive the Sacrament 
upon the Foot of the Te- Ad, is neceſſarily to re- 
ceive it as a Qualification for ſome Place under the 
Government, which was the Thing to be proved. 
Bu r there are others who ſay, the Sacrumem wma 
be received' as a Qualification for a Place, and the 
Perſon who receives it, as fuch, not an unworthy 
Receiver of the Lox »'s Supper. But thoſe who 
aſſert this, would do well 5 
2 


c n 
0 


ſhew that it is allow- 


able | 


14 
able to apply any of our Saviour's Inſtitutions to 
other Purpoſes than he himſelf has preſcribed. 
Lx vs hear the Author of a Treatiſe, intituled, 
Some Confiderations on the Dangers of the Church, from 
ber own Clergy, humbly offered to the Lower Houſe of Con- 
- vocation, printed in London 1715. © Thus much 
* (ſay's hea I hope will be allowed me, that the 
* Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is a poſitive Inſti- 
© tution of our Saviour; that the Nature of a 
* poſitive Law is ſuch, that Nothing can be ad- 


© ded to it, nor any Thing taken from it, with- | 


cout calling in Queſtion the Wiſdom and Inte- 
* grity of the Lawgiver ; and therefore that rhe 
4 Peſign of this Law ought to be ſtrictly followed, 
according to the true and plain Meaning of the 
„ Words in which it is deliver d. Page 36, 37. 

N.o w will any one ſay, that our Saviour e- 
ver defign'd the Commemoration of his Death in 


the Sacrament to be a Civil Teſt : Or that he who i 


receives it with that View, does it according to 
the true and plain Meaning of the Words in which 
that Inſtitution is delivered. | 
AGAIN there are others who ſay, That as Per- 
ſons are. obliged to receive the Sacrament but 
once as a Qualification for ſome Offices and Pla- 
ces of Truſt, they may hope to be excuſed for 
their but once doing ſo: Tis true, the oftener 
It is done the worſe. But the Scripture faith, As 
| often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do 
peu the Lord's Death till he come. Wherefore whoſo- 
ever ſhall eat this Bread and drink this Cup of the Lord 
unuorthilyj, ſhall be guilty of the Body and Blood of 
the Lord, 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27. Here's no room for 
once or oftner doing it, as a Qualification for an 
Office, or Place of Profit or Truſt, Civil or Mili- 
tary ; nor room for any Evaſion, Equivecation or 
Mental Reſervation whatſoever ; . but whoſoever eats 
aud drinks unuurthily Hall be guilty, and the Lord king 
5 | | elf 


ſelf is Judge. Eſau did but once ſell his Birth- 
right for a Meſs of Pottage, Gen. xxv. 33, 34. 
And Adam did but once eat the forbidden Fruit, 
Gen, iii. 26. And it was Adam's great Crime, 


that he gave more Credit to the Serpent, who ſaid, 


he ſhould not die; than unto GOD, who immedi- 
ately before had told him, that if he did gat of the 


Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, be ſbould ſurely 


die, Gen. ii. 17. 8. ie 

Many of the Church of England ſeem to be- 
lieve that Proteſtant Diſſenters will not receive the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as a 
for an Office or Place of Profit or T'ruſt ; Civil 
or Military in the Government, becauſe it is to 
be done in and according to the Utage of the Church 
of England, But the Conſcientious Sgruple and Cauſe 
of Objection is not, under what Denomination of 
Proteſtants, or in what Church, or Place, the Sacra- 
ment is received; but the Cauſe and End for which 
it is ſo received. For there is but One Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, Eph. iv. 5. 

AND what Man can ſhew. that our Saviour ever 
gave any Priviledge or Permiſſion either ro thoſe 
who profeſs themſelves of the Church of Engla»d, 
or to Proteſtant Diſſenters to receive the Sacrament 
col his laſt Supper in that Church, or in any other 


Church or Place whatfoever ; as a | Qualification 
for an Office or Place of Profit or Truſt, Civil or 


Military? ib; 
THz Proteflant Diſſenter's Religious Separation 


from the Church of England, was not the Cauſe 


of their being perſecuted in the Reign of King 
Charles the Second, when the Sacramenta! Teſt was 


made ; but becauſe they oppos'd Popery and Arbi- 


trary Power, Nor was their Separation the Cauſe 
of the Sacramental Teſt being ſent into Jreland, and 


the Occafional Conformity Act, and Schiſm Act, be- 
ing made in the Reign of the late Queen Ame; 


Is 4 * 
but 


Qualification 


* 

9 AR * * 
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| [ 14 ] 
but becauſe they would not join in any Meaſures, 
Which they apprehended might tend to the Preju- 
dice of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the moſt Illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover. 5 
Now the two laſt mentioned Acts are repeal d, 
ſince His MAI EBS TY“Ss happy Acceſſion to the 
Crown of theſe Realms; but the Sacramental Teft 
is yet continued in force both in England and He- 
land. And the Schiſm and Occafional Conformity Aci. 

being repeal'd, ſome People argue, that Proteſtant 
Diſſenters are at Liberty to accept of Offices and 
Places of Truſt in the Government; but contrary 
to this, Multitudes of them are by the Continu- 
ance of the Sacramental Teft as much in Conſci- 
ence hindred from accepting of Offices and Places 
in the Government, as they were before the two 
latter Laws were made; as will appear by the 
following Dialogue printed in London 1709. before 
the Occafional Conformity, and Schiſm Atis were made. 


\ £ 


A DIALOGUE between as Engliſhman 
aud a Scotiman, about Repealing the Sacra- 
mental-Teſt. EY > 


Engliſh- 1 Have read a Letter from a Gentleman 
man. of your Country to his Friend here, 
with Reaſons for repealing the Sacramental-Teft. But 
notwithſtanding what he writes, ſome People ſay, 
that tis theonly Bulwark and Security of the Church 
of England againſt Popery. 1 
Scotſman.] When, and in what Caſe, did the Sucra - 
mental-Teſt prove Jo ? 
81 I do not remember any. IDS 
S.] Then it lies upon them to prove what they ſay. Bus 
ſuppoſe it to have been in Part what they pretend, there's 
0 Need of it now, confidering that we have a better Secu- 
5 . ui. 


e 
rity, viz. The Union, by which a Proteſtant Succeſſi on 
is ſettled for ever. But I defire to know of how long Cane | 
tinuance the Sacramental Teſt has been ? 
I Since the 25th of Charles the Second ? . 
S.] Huth the Church of England been always ſem d 
by the Sacramental-Teſt againſt the Dangers of Popery, 


Papifts | 


OT Our 


tenanc d, contrary to La ( 

Towns of the Kingdom ; the Army, 

and all Places of Truſt, were fill d with Papiffs as 

faſt as they could, in Order te a total Subverſion of 

our * Laws and Liberties, to eſtabliſh Pe- 
lavery. | 


pery and 
prove the only 


_ S. ] Did the Sacramental-Teſt then | 
Bulwark and Securiry of the Church of England againſt 
Popery > 1 
* It had no Force, in that Caſe, that I know 
F Ot. 1 phos 
1 8.] Tet it had Furce enough to hinder Diſſenting 
Proteſtants from ſerving the Proteſtant Intereſt in any - 
publick Station then, as well as now. But you ſay 
the Teſt did not ſecure your Church againſt Poperry at bat 
Time, what other Security did you ſetk for ? 
E.] When our Clergy found their Miſts ke, and 
that by their Paſſive Obedience, they had E . 
themſelves, and us, almoſt to the Door of !the Pope's 
Inquifition, where, neither of us liking to te puſhd 
in, we both cry'd out for Help, ſo loud, as to be 
heard in hand; from whence the Prince : of Orange 
Vas intreated to come with all poſſib le Speed; 
which accordingly he did: And, by the Bleſſing of 


Gop, 


_— in 
Gov, prevented It; otherwiſe we had been forc'd 
in, and driven to Rome, notwithſtanding the Satra- 
_mental-Teſt, And that you may be fatisfyd that I 


have good Authority for what I ſay, our Lords and 
Commons, in a Reſolve to obviate ſome Slanders 


fais d by the High-Fhlers upon that great Prince's 
Name, declar d, That King WII II AM the Third, of 


Glorious Memory, rſcu d the Church of England, as by 


Lau eftabliſhed, from the extremeſt: Danger. And this 


Reſolution is repeated in Her Majeſty's Proclama - 


tion of December 20, 1705, 


En gland from the, Danger Popery; whereas becauſe 
of the Laws for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and the Uni- 
on fince concluded, it never can be in the like Danger 
again. Therefore we have no Need of a Sacramental- 


Teſt. Befides, you know very well, that many Thouſands | 


of Proteſtant Diſſenters did early and heartihy aſſiſt to 


mental-Teſt neither ſecur'd nor reſcu'd the Church of ll 


reſcue the Church of England, and therefore have Reaſon 


to expełi the Repeal of the Sacramental-Teſt as a grate- 
Siem: | l 
E.] I have heard many of our Church wiſh 


that the Satramental-Teft had. never paſs'd, becauſe, 


it has divided the Proteſtants, and encourag'd the 
Papiſis; and that it has always been the Maxim of 
the Jeſuits, That the Diviſion of Proreſtants, was the 
Support of Popery. . e N ö 

8. ] The Sacramental-Teſt fully anſwers that Max- 
im, confidering what Miſchief it lately was like to do, and 
it nou doing ; particularly in Ireland, where there are” ſo 
many Papiſts, that inſtend of a general Love and Aſfec- 
tion all Proteſtants in that Kingdom, before the 
' Sacramental-Teſt was ſent a them, _ 0 
general Divifion, ats hath publickly appear d by the 
Cs againſt Diſſeming Mitifters at Drogheda, and 
the. Addreſſes of the Biſhop of Rapho, and the Clergy of 
tis Divceſs, and thoſe of the Diſſeming. ſy 


* ** g 


| A: 6; > 
Ireland; Jo that the numerous M erg N Papiſts in thiit 
Kingdom, are by this Means encouraged io another Rebel- 
lion, which there's too much Reaſon to ſuſpe# they would 
be eafily prompted to, by a ſmall Aſſiftance from a Power, 
"whoſe Intereft ſuch a Diverfion would now ſeems to by, 
while our Brethren's Hands there, as they expreſs it in their 
late Addreſs, are ſo ty d up by the Sacramental-Teſt, 
that they cannot now raiſe nor command one Troop or Com- 
pany for Her Majeſty's Service. OM 
E.] May that new Cord then, which ties up 
their Hands, be cut to pieces; for « Rebellion in 
Ireland at any Time, would ſoon touch Grea-Britain 
in the moſt ſenſible Part. I was in Hopes that all 
our Diviſions had been cured, by throwing out the 
Occaſſonal Bill, tho, to my Sorrow, I find I am 
miſtaken. ae 
S. ] How could you hope ſo ; for the Sactamental- 
Teſt, by which ſome Diſſenters are occafionally qualify d, 
(as the Term is) gave the Name uno, and was thi Cauſe 
of that Bill's being brought into Parliament ; and a Cure 
can never be perfect, until the Cauſe be quite taken away. 
E.] Then 1 perceive that the Sacramental-Tef 
had like to have been the Cauſe of the greateſt 
Stroke the Proteſtant Religion ever had ſince the Re- 
formation; for the dangerous Conſequences of the 
Occaſional Bill, (had it paſsd in the Houſe of C.. 
mons tack'd to the Money Bil) were palpable to all 
the World, viz. it would have obſtructed the Uni- 
on of the Nations, and have made Het Majelty 
leſs capable of ſupporting her Allies, have height- 


ned our own deſtru&ive Diviſions, and made us bite 


and irreconcilably devour one another until we had ben 
conſumed, Gal. v. 15. 2 
S8.] Les certain that the Sacramental Teſt zu like 10 
have ed all the Bleſſings hop d jor from the Union ; 
for if the» Occaſional Bill, (which is manifeſt" ſp 

from! the Sacramental-Teſt)” had paſs?d intd L 
much to be queſtion'd whether - Way would ruer have bers 


0 18 
ind in the 150 a rl  liſten'd 
A e . . aloe the Re- 
peal d which is, as, dire) oppe- 
ite td the * axthe C al Bill. could hawe been, 
hag. it paſs, d into a Lau, 5 thereby we Hand infa- 
 mouſly excepted, as not wart ef the full | Enjoyment of 
Union Privileges with our Felbw , Subjefts : Therefore as 
the Union confiems the preceeding. Laus, "which, barr al 
Popiſh Kings and Queens jrom., inheriting the Crown of 
Great-Britain for ever, we think it reaſonable that the 
Sacramental-Teſt, the Mother of the Occaſional-Bill, 
ſhould he laid afide,and not kept up, by its dreadful Penalties, 
10 hinder any of the Proteſtant Sub jecis from ſerving their 
Queen or their Country in Publick Poſts. © 
AND as by theſe Laus there can no. moe Popiſh 
King s and Queens inherit. the Crown, if's not. to. be Jup- 
19 4 that a Proteſtant King or Queen will ever imploy 
Paviſts, to endanger the Proteſtant Religion, which. is 
their only  Bulwark and Security againſt the HF. Gere 
mains Family, aud all «her Popiſh Pretenders ; whereas 
the SacramentaETeſt appears. not only to be, contrary tu, 
aud inconſiſtent with the Union betwixt the Nations, . but 
Faments Jealuuſies and Diviſions among the. Proteſtants 
of Great: Britain, and Ireland, weakens their. Confidence ' 
in owe another, and by Conſequence, the Payer and 
Stent 'of the whole Britiſh Beminions, 10 oppoſe Popiſh 
Pretenders, and to make the Proteſtant Succeſſion in- 
waolgble, which was the pr Ga 'D * that all honeſt. 
Alen had in promoting the Union Benefits of which, 
if diy amprev'a, would not be only confin'd to you; aud us, 
but extend io every Branch « the „ ere and 10. all 
* 5 Churches in Europe. ; on which Account, 
one, in it, and look's A upon it to be the wandere 
fit Work of GOD ; for which His Name ought, 10 be 
e 


xalted. 
E.] I muſt conſeſz, the 25 as t hike 
therto prov'd an ineffectual Security to the Church 


f VO aSpipſ Popery ; and fince now we have 
5 * 


* 
. x \ 
« 90 
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2 much better Securi . the 
only excluttes' 4 nd Queens for en 
from —— 81 0 Great-Britatu, 75 
hath ſertled bot Sancte upon an equal Foo 
and made them invidlable for ever, as far as * 
man Laws can do it: The Satramental-T; 2 
in that Reſpect to be as needleſs a Security as in 
the other Reſpects you have mentioned Done Ic 
ſeems undeniably bs \weaken the Union, and mal 
it ineffectual to che great Ends for Which it vas 
made. 

Fo x while ſuch an Engine of Divic on is kepr 
up, the Church of Korland can never think herſelf 
upon an equal Foot” with that of Eland; und 
while the Di/ſenters of Exgland aud Feland, Which | 
with the Presbyterians in Stotfand, make ſo great 2 | 
Body of Proreftants,” lie under ſuch a Mark of Infa 

my, it muſt leſſen us not only in the Eyes of xl 
Proteſtiints abroad, but alſo in the Eſteem of dur 
Popiſh Confederates, and diminiſh” their Depetidants 
upon us as to dur Capacity of > e 15 ſegurg 


the Proteſtant Succeſſion, or to keep a Ballancy' in Ex 


rope. 

8.) 45 we flard excluted by the Sactaztiental-" 
fa being equally admitted int Placer of Profit and 
Civil and Military\with you thr af the 1 Hons 
of Great Britain, we ate Loofers ) 

many of us are thereby brought under the N 31 
amp, and. e eee | 1 
Jormerly coul 1ot 'be dowe) ontyto carry Maſqwets by T. 
and hawt Ropes Rn aa ether under” the 
mand of Mn Sticrament Quali "contrary to ouy Pri 
ciples : Whereas before the Union our Mkay 5 
ces were courted by gtber Nations, . 
were treaed all poſſible Reſpeff, Bud 
joymem of all Priviledges, and were capable 0, 
moet" (riding Re CY . * 


Union, which hot 


#  * a 
mental-Teſt c continues in force, we have juſt Cauſe 0 Jay 


we have no Portion or Lot in South-Britain. 
E.] May the Repeal of all Laws, inconſiſtent 


with a complete = Effectual Union, render both 
you and us intituled to all Priviledges anſwerable 
to ſuch an Union, without any other Diſtinction 
heard of amongſt us for the future, but of thoſe 
who are for the Proteſtant Religion and Preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, and of thoſe who mean a Popiſb Prince 
and a French Government, as King Wiliam ex- 
preſsd it in his (never to be forgotten) Speech 
to his laſt Parliament, 

S.] Amen; For until that be done, we and our Bre- 
thren, through the Britiſh Dominious, are at beſt to ex- 
pet a Gibeonitiſh Priviledge, to be Hewwers of Wood 
and Drawers of Water. But may the Supreme Guarantee 
of the Union, influence thoſe into whoſe Hands he has 
put the Power, to take off that Reproach, (which we nor 
our Brethren do net deſerve, and which their nor 0ur Fa- 
thers ever knew) and let the World ſee that we and 
our Brethren are by the Union, intituled to the like Privis 
ledges rhronghout all the Dominions of Great-Bri tain, 6s 
you now enjoy with us. | 

E.] And may it never be ſaid that the Church 
of England hath leſs Cauſe of true Hope, Courage 
and Confidence, than the Church of Kotland hath, 
to truſt the ſame Almighty God, as a Never-fail- 
ing and All-ſufficient Security, vithout the Afﬀitt- 
ance of the Sacramental-Teft. 5 

S. ] That you may the better Underſtand, the wy and | 
our Brethren do not complain of the Sacramental-Teſt, 
as a Grievance without juſt Cauſe, 7 4 read Kay by. 
Penal part” of the Statute. r | 


Stat. 25. Can. il Cap | d 
Al Perſons (as well Peers as n that 2 


admitred, entred, placed or taken into any C- 
| vil or + Military, or 1 receive a Pay, Sala A 
Kee, 


[21] 
Fee, or ages, by Reaſon of . any Patent or Grant 
or that. ſhall have Command or Place o 


ment in His, Majeſty's Hiuſbold, ſbal in the next 
Term, or next Seſſions, after ſuch Admittance, puly 


duce. a Certificate of his having received the Suera- 


of the Church of England, within Three Months, 
in ſome publick Church, under the Hands of the M- 


by: Two credible Witneſſes at lsaft, upon Oath ;\ and 
likewiſe ſball then make and ſubſcribe this Declaratiout 
Following... © OE, Nd uA 


A, B. Do declare, that I do believe that there 
is not any .Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, or in the Elements of Bread and 
Wine, at or after the Conſecration thereof by any: 
Perſon whatſoever. | | io} en 


EVE RY One, that (ball refuſe or negleft 10 taks the 


Said Qaths, or to receive. the Sacrament," or © to male the 


ſuid Declaration, aud yet. ſhall afterwards execute any of\\ 
the ſaid Offices ox; Employments, ſhall from thenceforth le 


diſabled ; Firſt, To Sue or Uſe any Action, Bill, Plaint: 
or Information in Courts of Law, or to proſectte any Suit 
in any\ Court o 
any. Child, or Executor or Adminiſtrator of any Perſon." 
Thirdly, Or to be Capable of any Legacy or Deed of 
Gift. Fourthly, To bear any Office. Fifthly, Sh 
moreover forfeit. 500. Pound. | 
NO jou may eafily perceive, that by theſe Penal- 
ties we are made uncapable of all Offices, &c. Or if any 
of us or our Brethren take a Place of Profit or Truſt with 
74 9 1 vers” 39. 0 79 Jon, 


* 


from His Majeſiy, his 4 d ik SK 1 
Tut, ie 

England, Wales, Berwick, the” Jfes of ſerſey 

or Guernſey; or admitted to any Service or "Employ: 


lickly, in open Gowrt, take the ſeveral Ouih of. S 
premacy and Allegiance; ang at the ſame Time p - 
ment of the Lord's- Supper, according to the Le 


nifter and Church-IVardens, and make Proof thereof 


Equity. Secondly, To be Guardian of 


*% 


Supper, according to the Uſage of your Church, within 


in your Church or ours, without the leaſt Scruple 


Prinoiples. 


fo, who ſhall refuſe to take and ſubſcribe that Declaration 


rot in any Church or Place (under the Penalty of not di 


Mat. xxvi. 27, 28. 29.) be. reces ! for ber Exd,\ | 
M k iv. z | 7 0 ; 4 8 
: Ts mar" — 2 Cauſe, P urpoſe, Inducement, or Rear”. 


[ 22 ] 
Jon, and do not receive the Sacrament of the Lord's- 


Three Months, we are to be ſtript of all we have in the 
World, becauſe any Perſon indebted to us, has the Advan- 
tage by this Act, to vefuſe Payment, until it appears that 
we have ſo received the Sacrament ; befides, our being in- 
capacitated to receive any Legacy, or Deed of Gift, or to 
bear any Office, and liable norwithſtauding to the Impoſſibi- 
lity of paying a Forfeiture of Eve Hundred Pounds. 

] To me it appears, that the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
by that 48, are in a worſe Caſe than the * ed. 
for they can receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 


of Conſcience, as accounting the Bread and Wine 
conſecrated by Proteſtant Miniſters not to be the 
Sacrament, becauſe they have not Orders from the 
Church of Rome. Therefore, that Part of the Sta- 
tute is not any Security to our Church againſt Po- 
pery. But if any thing of this Nature may be de- 
pended upon, as a Security againſt Papiſts, it's that 
Part of the Statute which obliges them to renounce 
the Pope's Supremacy, and Tranſubſtantiation, which 
may be thought ſufficient to keep Papiſts out of Pla- 
ces of Profit and Truſt, if they be true to their own 


S. ] And may that Proteſtant, or any profeſſing to be 


and Renunciation, never be admitted into any Place of 
Profit or Truſt whatſoever, within the Dominious f 
Great-Britain. . 4 ya 

BUT as for the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, m 


cerning the Lord's Body, (1 Cor. xi. 


Lake vi, 46: © Jon whatſoever, than as our Bleſſed - 
. Lord hath himſelf appointed, as you. 


[23-1] 


will find by the Texts of Scripture in the Margin, to which 
1 refer you. | LK 

AND the Eating and Drinking unworthily (as too 
many are forced to do, or loſe the Benefit of a Place ar 
Poſt, or comfortable Maintenance) is evident from the fol- 
lowing Scriptures. Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall cat this 
Bread, and drink this Cup of the Lo x D unworthi- 
ly, ſhall be guilty of the Body and Blood of the 
Lord, 1 Cor. xf. 27. Here's no Room for auy Evaſion, 
Equiwcation, or Mental Reſervation whatſoever; but who- 
ſoever eats and drinks unworthily, ſhall be guilty, the Lord 


Himſelf is Judge. 3 3 
1 , would ef f0 
Matthe x . the Conſcience of any Jeriour Max 
Col. ii. 21, 22. of the Church of England, whether 
Cor. 21, 22+ it is not a Temptation to the (m- 
Heb. x. 26, 20, 31: municant, to have ſomething elſe in 
View than the diſcerning the Lord's Body, when he comes 
thither on purpoſe to qualify himſelf for an Office, aud 
muſt have his Eye upen the Two Witneſſes he brings with 
him, that they may be able to ſwear it, and think of his 
Certificate from the Miniſter and Church- Mardens. And 
nc He that deſpiſed Moſes Law, died without 
ercy, under two or three Witneſſes : Of how 
much ſorer Puniſhmenr, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under Foot the Son 
of GOD, and hath counted the Blood of the Covenant 
wherewith he was ſantiified, an unholy Thing, and hath 


29. 


By this Dialogue it appears, that the Proteftazt 
Diſſemers, both in Exgland and Ireland, were as much 
hindred by the Sacramenta l Teſt, to ſerve the Govern- 
ment in publick Poſts, before the . Occafienal Confor- 
mity and Schiſm As were made, as while they con- 
tinued in Force; and that now they are repeal'd; 


the ſame Hardſhips in that Caſe remain upon theſe 


Diſſemere, 


done Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, Heb. x. 28, 


 —_ 


| 


1 ee e 
_—_— by the Continuance of the Sic amental. 
: _ | IN 
. it likewiſe appears by the Dialogue, that 
the Sacramental-Teſt neither | ſecur'd nor reſcu'd the 
Church of England, when in the extremeſt Danger, 
from Popery, in the Reign of King James the IId. 
but that King Wiliam the IIId. of glorious” Memo- 
ry, by the Bleſſing of God, ' reſcutd the Church of 
England when in that Danger, without any Aſt 
tance from the Sacramental=Teft : Nay, fo far from 
it, that, according to the Opinion of many People, 
if that Law had been in Force in Feland at the 
Time of the Revolution, it may be a Queſtion, 
Wherher we ſhould now have enjoy'd the Blefling 
of a Proteſtant Prince on the Throne, or a Proteſtant 
Church, in theſe Dominions? 8 
AN D now, by Divine Aſſiſtance, we enjoy both 
theſe Bleſſings, if they were ſecur'd by the Sacramen- 
zal-Teft againſt the Dangers from Pepery, there could 
not have been ſuch an open Rebellion in the Year 
1715, in Favour of a Popiſß Pretender, as it appears 
there was, by His Majeſty's meſt Gracious Speech to 
both Houſes of Parliament, en Wedneſday the 21ft of Sep- 
tember, 1715. Part of which is here recited. 


My Loxps and GENTTIEUEHN , 
* Tax open and declar'd Rebellion which is 
now actually begun in Seland, muſt convince" all, 
* who do not wiſh to ſee us given up into the 
* Hands of a Popiſh Pretender, of the Dangers to 
* which we have been, and are ſtill expogd, &c. 
Ix was ſcarce to be imagined, that any of my 
4 Proteſtant Subject, who have known and enjoy'd 
the Benefits of our excellent Conſtitution, and 
*: have heard of the great Dangers they were won- 
© derfully delivered from by the happy Revolution, 
& ſhould by any Arts and Managements be drawn 
into Meaſures; that mutt at once deſtroy their 
Religion 


cc 
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Religion and Liberties, and ſubje& them to Pe 
© pery and Arbitrary Power. 5 a 
: be By r ſuch has been our Misfortune, that too 
* many of my People have been deluded, and made 
©. inſtrumental to the Pretender's Deſigns ; who ne- 
ver dared to think of invading us, or railing a 
ſt Rebellion, had he not been encouraged by the 
** Succeſs his Emiſſaries and Adherents have alrea- 
dy had in 1 up Riots and Tumults, and 
* by the further Hopes they entertain of raiſing 
Iaſurrections in many Parts of my Kingdoms. 
The endeavouring to perſwade my People, that 
* the Church of England is in Danger under my Go- 
** vernment, has been the main Artifice employed in 
* carrying on this wicked and traiterous Deſign. 

| © This Inſinuation, after the ſolemn Affurances 
th * that I have given, and my having laid hold on 
BY « all Opportunities to do every thing that may 

© tend to the Advantage of the Church of England, - 


* 
i 4 


1d 
ip eis both unjuſt and ungrateful. Nor can I believe 
78 * ſo groundleſs and malicious a Calumny can make 


e any Impreſſion upon the Minds of my faithful 
XY © Subjects, or that they can be ſo miſled, as to 
think the Church of England can be ſecured by ſet- 
| © ting a Popiſb Pretender on the Throne, Cc.“ 

Amp the ſame thing alſo further appears, by an, 
"Aft of Parliament, paſſed in the Ninth Year of His 
Majeſty's Reign, intituled, An Add to oblige al Per- 
Sons in Great - Britain refuſing or neglecting to take the 
Oaths appointed, for | the Security of His Majeſty's Per ſon 

Government, &c. In the Preamble of which, we 
with the following Paſlage : 


ww Wu 0 


* Wnznxzas, ſince His Majeſty's Happy Ac- 
© cefſion to the Crown of theſe Realms, divers Re- 
© bellions, Inſurre&ions, and traiterous Conſpiracies 
< have been entred into and carried on, for the De- 
ſtruction of His .Majeſty's Sacred Perſon. and - 
Government, the overturning our Religious 

4 | D I — Rights 


[2] 
0 Rights, and for placing a Popiſb Pretender on tho 
„Throne. And whereas the Papiſts and other Per- 
, ſons, refuſing to take the Oaths appointed by 
„ Law to be taken to His Majeſty, - have enjoyed 
and do ſtill enjoy the Protection and Benefits of 
„the Government, as well as the reſt of His Ma- 
* jeſty's Subjects; yet have been notorioufly con- 
cern'd in contriving, ſtirring np, and ſupporting. 
e the ſaid Rebellious Inſurre&ions and Conſpiracies, 
* by which it manifeſtly appears, that they take 
* themſelves to be obliged by the Principles they 
© profeſs to be Enemies to His Majeſty, and the 
te preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. &c. 2 
Now if the Sacramental-Teft be ſuch a Security 
againſt the Dangers from Popery, as ſome People 
would have it believ'd to be; how came it to paſs 
that the intended Succeſs of the open Rebellion in 
the Year 1715, and the Rebellious and Traiterous 
Conſpiracies ſince entered into, and carried on, 
were not ſtopt and prevented by it, without having 
Recourſe to any other Way of Security? I ſay, 
intended Succeſs: For who can pretend to fight a- 
gainſt the King, without intending to dethrone 
him, and place his Rival in his Seat? And who 
can wiſh Succeſs to ſuch an Attempt, without in- 
— what will naturally follow upon that Suc- 
8 ? 7 ! 
CAN any Body ſhew a Proteſtam Diſſenter of a- 
ny Denomination in England or Vreland, who has 
been taken in this wicked Rebellion and Conſpira- 
cy, or can any Man point out one who has ever 
been heard ſo much as to ſpeak favourably of them ? 
Ay as the intended Succeſs of the above Re- 
bellion and Conſpiracies were not prevented by the 
Sacramental-Teft ; ſo neither does it appear, that in 
any other Way That Law ever prov'd any Security; 
but on the contrary, by its dividing and weakening 
the Loyal Proteſtant Strength in theſe Nen 
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E 
the Friends to a Popiſo Pretender are encouraged to 
enter into, and carry on the like Rebellious and 
Traiterous Conſpiracies for the above wicked and 
deſtructive Ends; Io as it may be a Queſtion whe- 
ther the Proteſtant Succeſſion and Proteſtaut Religion 
in theſe. Kingdoms can ever be eaſy and ſafe while 
the Sacramental-Teft is continued in force. For if 
there was no other Cauſe, ſo long as our Reme- 
dileſs Diviſions by that Teſt are kept up, the 
Church of Rome will not want a Line of Popiſb 
Pretenders to the Crown of theſe Realms. Becauſe 
the Hopes, which the Popes of Rome ſucceſſively 
retain of the Reſtoration of the Abby Lands and 
Peter's Pence of Great-Britain and Ireland to the Pa- 
pal See, will be a conſtant and prevalent Motive, 
ro induce them to abett and ſupport a Popiſh Preten- 
der's Claim to the Britiſh Crown, whatſoever Line 
he be of, or whoſoever be his Father and Mother. 

TRHEAETO II it is humbly ſubmitted, whether 
the repealing the Sacramental-Te/t would not make 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion and Proteſtant Religion more 
ealy and ſafe, than the Continuance of it in 
Force, only as an imaginary Security of the Church 
of England : For if the Proteſtant Succeſſion be not 
eaſy and ſafe, the Proteſtant Religion in General in 
theſe Dominions cannot be fo ; becauſe the latter 
is ſecurd by ſecuring the former againſt the Dar» 
gers from Popery. For the placing a Popiſb Preten- 

er on the Throne, would as certainly be the 
overturning our Religious and Civil Rights, as it 
would be the Deſtruction of His Majeſty's moſt 
ſacred Perſon and Government. An Inſtance can 
ſcarce be found in Hiſtory of a Popiſs Prince, wha 
did not as ſoon as he had Power and Opportuni- 
ty, ſubvert. the Proteſtant Religion, and do his beſt 
to root it out of his Dominions. A Popiſh Prince 


is inconſiſtent with the Happineſs and Safety ß | 


& Proteſtant People ; and let him lay himſelf unden 
+ ai | D 2 wha 
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what Ties, Obligations' and Oaths ke will, they, 
will not bind him, when he has Power and Op- 
portunity of breaking through them. For the Pa- 
Fiſts abroad know it by their Principles, that Here- _ 
1; (and ſo they call the Proteſtant Religion) is not 
to be ſuffered, where they can hinder it, And 
not only all the Proteſtants abroad know it by woful 
Experience, but*thoſe likewiſe in theſe Dominions, 
eren ſo lately as in the ſhort Reign of King James 
the Second ; who though he had laid himſelf un- 
der all the Ties, Obligations-and Oaths, that could 
be required of a Prince, for the Security of our 
Religion, Lives and Liberties; yet being a Popiſb 
Prince he broke through them all; ſent Seven of- 
our Biſhops to the Tower, gave ſome of our Colle- 
ges to Papiſts, publickly countenanced the Maſs con- 
trary to Law in many Cities and Towns in the 
Kingdom, and filled the Army and all Places of 
Truſt with Papiſts, as faſt as he could, in. order 
to a Total Subverſion of our Religion, 'Laws and 
Liberties, and to eſtabliſh -Popery and Slavery. 
And yet the Sacramental-Teſt was then in as much 
force as now; but to as little Effect for the Secu- 
rity of the Proteſtant Religlon. So that theſe Pro- 
teſtant Nations can have no Reaſon to venture their 
Religion, Safety and Happineſs upon the imagina- 
ry Security of the Sacramental-Feſt ; nor upon the. 
Word, Promiſe or moſt ſolemn Oath of one, whoſe 
Principles will permit him to break that Oath, as 
ſoon as he can ſecurely do it ; nay, whoſe Conſci- 
ence bids him break it with Hereticks, as the . 
Account all Proteſtants to be. ds 

Fon as the late Biſhop Fleetwood excellently well. 
fays, in his Sermon upon ſuppreſſing the late unuatural 
Relelion, 7 June 1716. 

Heap the Rebels prevail'd, the Evils muſt 
* have been Numberleſs and Endleſs; the King 
muſt hare been — and murthered, and 8 
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* muſt all his Royal Family, that had not fled ; 
the Conſequence of this muſt have been, that no 
* Proteſtant King muſt ever have rul'd in this Nation 
again; the Conſequence of that muſt neceſſarily 
© be, the eſtabliſhing a Succeſſion of Popiſh Princes for 
© ever; and what leſs will follow from thence than 
© the rooting out the Proteſtant Religion in theſe 
© Dominions for ever, and ſettling Popery for ever 
« in its ſtead ? And what will then become in 
“ Time, of all our Laws and boaſted Liberties ? ”. 
” Page 5, 6. | 
Now it appearing by what has been ſaid, to 
be Matter of the higheſt Conſequence for every 
Briton, who deſires the Name of a Proteſtant or 
Freeman, to take all poſſible Care, under Gon, 
to ſecure his Religion and Liberties, againſt the 
Dangers from Popery ; and ſeeing neither. Laws, 
Oaths, nor Sacramental Qualifications have proved 
effectual to prevent an open Rebellion, and when 
that was defeated, afterwards to enter into and 
carry on Rebellious and Traiterous Conſpiracies 
for the Deſtruction of His Majeſty's moſt ſacred 4 
Perſon and Government, overturning our Religious 
and Civil Rights, and placing a Popiſo Pretender on 
the Throne. There is undoubtedly the greateſt: 
Reaſon. earneſtly to deſire an intire and effectual 
Union among all Proteflants, who wiſh well to His: 
Majeſty's moſt Sacred Perſon and Government. 
But that Union can never be effected, while the 
Sacramental-Teft is continued in Force, becauſe 
by that Law, a great Body of loyal Proteſtant 
Subjects are hindred to ferve their Proteſtant King 
and Country. NEED wr 4 
By the Sacramental-Teſt, Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
both in England and Hreland, (tho* loyal Subjects) 
are deprived of their native Right and Liberty to 
ſerve their King and Country in Places of Truſt, 
purely upon a Religious Account, tho“ in all. other 


Reſpects 
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| |  Reſpe&snever fo well qualified ; which is doubtlef, 
j an Injury to the Publick. 2904 if the Matter be 
f rightly conſider d, tis likewiſe an Hardſhip even 
| upon ſuch as profeſs themſelves of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church. For by that Law, all Proteſtants in Englgud 
A and Jreland, whether of the Church of Elana, or 
| Diſſenters, are depriv'd of the Liberty to ſerve. theix 
I King and Country above the Term of three Months 
in any Place of Truſt, Civil or Military, withai 
being utterly ruin'd, if not Sacramentally qualified 
And yet no Perſon by that Qualification is made 
more loyal to his Prince, nor more faithful or ca- 
pable to perform his Duty, in any Office or Place he 
is admitted to; nor upon Conviction of his not 
| behaving as becometh him, exempted from Puniſh- 
2 | ment, or-being turn'd out, after that Qualification, 
And, on the other Hand, tis not to be ſuppos'd, 
that any Perſon in a Place, Civil or Military, who 
has in all Reſpects behaved himſelf well, would 
not have done the fame, if he had never been Sa- 
crimentally qualified. For, if a Man will not be 
bound by a ſolemn Appeal to Heaven before a Ma- 
giſtrate, he will not think himſelf more obliged at 
the Altar before a Prieſt : So that. it appears to be 
neither uſeful, or needful, to be ſo qualify d. | 
AN p beſides, What Regard is ſhewn to Reli» 
gion, when the Sacrament is adminiſter d to ſuch, 
who live after the moſt ſcandalous Manner, and 
tale it not of Choice, but from Neceſſity, and with 
no other Deſign, but to fit themſelves for their Em- 
ployments, . - : - - cf 
War contributes more to the Increaſe of 4. 
theiſm and Deiſm, of which ſuch Complaint is made 
than to ſee the moſt Rites of the Chriſtian Reli, 
made uſe of to anſwer Secular Purpoſes ? If (tay: 
they) thoſe who profeſs to believe this Religion, 
apply it to ſuch Ends, ſure there is nothing in it but 
\ Intereſt, Hence it is, that the Church is in real 
l %% ͤ A 
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Danger ; and while there is Room for ſuch, Objec- 
tions, too like to continue fo. I 

Tu Is ſeems not to be taken Notice of by ſome 
of our Clergy, T am far from ſaying all of 'em. 
There are others, who would be very glad to ſte 


the Church freed, from thoſe Clogs, and the Rights 


of Mankind maintain'd, and left upon the ame 
Bottom Chriſtianity has plac'd them. But alas 
if theſe ſpeak their Minds, they are preſently re- 
proach'd as Fanaticks, Presbyterians, and Enemies to 
c 

T x xy cannot but be ſenſible, that no Miniſter 
is obliged to ſign. a Certificate, ng# does he, to atiy 
Perſon who receives the Sacrament at his Hands for 
that End only, for which Cn x1 s 1 has inſtituted it. 
But when a Perſon comes to receive the Sacrament 


according to the Uſage of the Church of England, - 


as a Qualification for a Place of Profit or Truſt, 
then the Miniſter is obliged to adminiſter it to him 
for thar End, and likewiſe to give his Certificate 


as a Teſtimony that he has done it; otherwiſe, up- 


on Negle& or Refuſal, he is liable to be proſecuted. 
This, ſome of the Clergy account a very great Hard: 


ſhip upon em: But, as knowing the Terrour of | the | 
LORD, 2 Cor. v. t1. and that our Saviour's Will 
and poſitive Command, when he inſtituted the S- 


crament of his laſt Supper, was, This do in Remem- 
brance of Me, Luke xxi1. 19. it were to be wiſhed, 


they would repreſent this Hardſhip to the Legiſa- 


ture, in order to get themſelves reliev'd from it. 
They are beſt able to do it, and tis the Lo AD 
our Redeemer's oppoſite Law and Right they are 
ead and defend, to whom they muſt all give an 
int of their Stewardſhips, who is the infallible, 
nd Impartial Judge, and who has enjoyned 


with his un Blood, Acts xx. 28. 


Tm ; to take heed unte themſelves, and to all the Hock, 
over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them Overſeers, 
z0 feed the Church of G O D, which he hath purchaſed, 

| LAY. 
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dy they A de thus . 104 
ce Supreme 2 Sacranients be = 
p18 , to influence. the Let gillsture to le 

_ World ſee, that for the Glory of Gop, * 
Kite of Mens Souls, the Eaſe and | Seeupity of 
Dore Suceeſſion, and Proveftant Religion 19 he 
ons, they have the utmoſt Reaſon, 5 * 
y as much Power to repeal or invalid, tg 
_ the ee in the Reign of King Gzoko 
_ 2 — ng to 5 80 that 5 in the 
Reign ing HARLES. the Fond on 
e Avus 11 Veland. * » 0 
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